Part 4C — Guidance on Amendments to Motions

1. The requirements concerning amendments to motions are contained in the
Council’s Rules of Procedure in Part 4 of the Constitution. Paragraph 107

provides:

An amendment to a motion must be relevant to the motion and will either be:

to refer the matter to an appropriate body or individual for
consideration or reconsideration

to leave out words
to leave out words and insert or add others or

to insert or add words

as long as the effect of the amendment is not to negate the motion.

2. The Chairman will determine the validity of any proposed amendment under
this paragraph, after taking advice from the Monitoring Officer. The
Chairman’s decision on any proposed amendment is final.

3. In exercising judgment on the validity or otherwise of any proposed
amendment, the Chairman will have regard to the following principles:

the overriding principle of fairness in the conduct of the Council’s
business;

the amendment is relevant to the motion;

the proposed amendment does not negate the motion; this can be
secured more appropriately by voting against the original motion.

The content of the proposed amendment is proportionate to the
original motion in nature and extent;

The proposed amendment does not amount to a device to frustrate
the purpose of the original motion or to raise a late motion.

4. Councillors are encouraged, where practicable, to seek advice from the
Monitoring Officer in connection with any proposed amendment in advance of
the meeting at which it is to be moved.



